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Wetlands are first and foremost defined by the fact that they are WET! They are areas where water
covers the soil or is present at or near the surface of the soil all year long or far varying periods of time
during the year. They are found on every continent except Antarctica and support some of the most

unique plants and animals in the world.
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~ Wetlands act as sponges,

" temporarily storing flood waters

“ and releasing them slowly, thus
reducing flood damage.

~ nurseries” by providing critical habitat
— forfish, wildlife, and waterfowl.
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Wetlands act as "nature's kidneys" by
removing pollutants, such as nutrients
and sediments, from water flowing
through them.
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Exploring KY Wetlands
Check out these mapping tools to learn more about Kentucky’s precious wetlands.
Click the pictures to learn more...
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Wetland Story Map watermap

B AStory Map of Kentucky's Wetlands

oK ORISR Rl KY Wetlands Story Map
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Wetlands create tremendous
recreational, research, and
tourism opportunities.
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Wetlands provide protection from
storms and ice by absorbing wave
energy and buffering shorelines
against erosion.

The Kentucky Wetland Story Map explores the
great diversity of wetlands in Kentucky and
discusses the good things they do for humans
and animals, as well as some of the more
interesting things you will find there.

National Wetlands Inventory

"
& The USFW National Wetlands Inventory is a
. . mapping fool that lets the viewer see current
| v information on the status, extent, characteristics
y and functions of wetlands, riparian, and deep-
R 4 water habitats.
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http://kygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=5e9daaeee4004d3fbd630ed2d884532e
http://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/benefits-of-wetlands_orig.jpg
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/RESOURCES%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/MAPS%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/EXPLORE%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/01-%20LANDING%20PAGE%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/EXPLORE%202018.pdf
http://water.ky.gov/watershed/Documents/WaterWeek2018/01-%20LANDING%20PAGE%202018.pdf
water.ky.gov

